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Bost Grist Mill Workday

Saturday, March6
8:00 am until it's done
Bring work gloves. We will be splitting
wood all day. Gene has all the other
tools required.

Saturday, April 24 th
Saturday, August 7t
Saturday, September 4 th

lllustration taken from John D. Billings’ bod#ardtack & Coffee, The
Unwritten Story of Army Lifejrawn by Charles W. Reed, page 305

Reveille

The membership of the CPLHA, Inc. met on

Thursday, February i?at the Captain’s Galley

1 Restaurant in Matthews for the purpose of
13 February, 1863 discussing general business of the organization
This story found on the inside page of the and to plan for the year's events. After a brief
Richmond Inquirer. Well-known correspondent  report from Treasurer Chad Caig on the finances
Leander Curtis, of Hill's Light Division, Lane’s  of the organization, Patti Procter and Wayne
Brigade was reportedly transferred this week Hovis presented each event on this year's
from Chimoborazo Hospital #6 in Richmond to schedule in detail. Upon completion of this
the Jackson Hospital, also located in Richmond. discussion, members in attendance voted for

Jackson Hospital is in the western suburbs their choice of Maximum Effort events for this
beyond Hollywood Cemetery on Allen Avenue. year. Proxy votes from Jim Peterson, Marty
The facility is described as having 40 acres of Schoborg and Louis Jenkins were also included
gardens and an excellent library, a fact that in the balloting tabulation. The results are as
General A. P. Hill noted on his transfer request follows:

for Curtis, indicating that he would be able to
enjoy the use of the library while recouping from
the recent assault on his person. The populatig Max Effort Event Schedule, 33’ NCT

of Jackson Hospital is reportedly filled with Bentonville Battalion Drill, March 19-21
troops from North Carolina, South Carolina and Spotsylvania Courthouse, May 7-9

Georgia, injured in battles in Northern Virginia. I Bost Grist Mill, September 10-12 I
Curtis was not available to comment at this time.




I Fort Branch, November 5-7 I

Future meetings and workdays were also
blocked out for the whole year in order to give
our membership a greater opportunity to plan
their own schedules in advance and give them a
better opportunity to attend. The workday
schedule is listed at the top of page one and the
schedule for General Membership Meetings will
be the following dates:

Thursday, March 11"
Thursday, April 29"
Thursday, June 1%
Saturday, August 7 (combined w/workday)
Thursday, October 28
Christmas Party- Saturday, December 1

All of the above dates are subject to chargge a
needed and we will make every effort to notify
the membership as far in advance as possible of
any changes to the schedule.

It goes without saying as to how important it
is for everyone to make every effort to attend all
of the workdays at the Bost Grist Mill. We
apologize in advance for any inconvenience our
schedule may cause the membership but would
respectfully remind all that no organization is
greater than the efforts and contributions of its’
members.

heTEditor

For the purpose of insurance coverage, thos
events listed under “Upcoming Events” in this
newsletter shall be the official schedule of the
Carolina Piedmont Living History
Association, Inc. (3% NCT, Company C).

Upcoming Events

March 6™ — Workday at Bost Grist Mill

March 11" — General Membership Meeting

March 13-14, 2004 Living History
Encampment at Charlotte Museum of History

Note the date changdoes not conflict with
the Battalion drill at Bentonville. Patti Procter
tells me that they are in need of Federal troops
for this event. This is a busy time for the unit,
but a few troops on both days would be a good
thing for our community profile. Those wishing
to attend this should contact Mariruth Leftwich
at 704-568-1774 or email her at
mleftwich@charlottemuseum.arg

March 19-21 — (353 Max Effort/4™ Regiment
Max Effort) Battalion Drill Encampment,
Bentonville Battleground, Johnston County,
NC

Captain Tim Greene, the Battalion Adjutant
informed our Lieutenant of this dateWe will
want to attend this with as many soldiers as
possible. This might be a good time to dust off
the campaign gear, or lack of gear, as it were.

April 17, 2004 — Burial of the Crew of the H. L.
Hunley, Charleston, SC

This event will include a four and a half mile
funeral procession to ElImwood Cemetery and
other  activities. See the website,
www.hunley.orgfor more details. 33members
interested in attending should contact Karl
Wilkes for more information.

April 29" — General Membership Meeting

May 1-2, 2004 — Recon Ill, Brandy Station,
Virginia

Third annual campaigner event, to be held at
the former “Grant vs. Lee” site near Brandy
Station, Va. Contact Jim Peterson for details.

May 7-9, 2004 — (38 Max Effort/4™ Regiment
Max Effort) Anniversary of Spotsylvania,
Spotsylvania County, VA

This will be the 14D anniversary of the battle
of Spotsylvania Courthouse, perhaps the
bloodiest and most horrible 24 hours of the entire
war. Lane’s Brigade took part in the fighting on
the right or east side of the horseshoe salient ang
| believe captured a Federal battle flag during an
offensive movement outside of the salient. The
contact information is as follows: Spotsylvania
140" Group, PO Box 1343, Spotsylvania, Va.




22533 or call Terry Thomman at 540-834-1859
or John Cummings at 540-582-7469. You may
also email tepotsylvania2004@hotmail.com

May 15-16, 2004 — Rosaca, GA

May 15-16, 2004 — New Market, VA

June 4-6, 2004 (4 Regiment Max Effort)
ANV vs. USV, Loudon Heights, VA

This event will be a tactical style event for
military units but will also feature Living History
scenarios for civilian reenactors. See the
following  website  for more  details:
www.bonnieblue.net/Events/masondixonalliance
encampment.htm

June 11-13, 2004 — Battle at Allison’s Woods,
Statesville, NC

This event is hosted by a regiment that is
affiliated with the 38 NCT and is supported by
the 30™ Since we have asked thé"30 help us
with co-hosting a battle at the Grist Mill, we
should also support this event with as many
members as possibleNalt Hilderman has been

if you have any ideas for the event or would like
to volunteer for one of the committees.

September 25, 2004 — Gold Hill Living History,
Gold Hill, NC

This annual living history day is hosted bg th
28" NCT and has been an annual fixture in the
area for a few years now. Saturday’s events
include a parade and multiple living history
scenarios for the public.

October 2-3, 2004 {4 Regiment Max Effort)
Laurel Hill, VA

Annual event hosted by the 2NCT at the
original home of General Jeb Stuart.

October 16-17, 2004 — Anniversary of Cedar
Creek, VA (ANV Max Effort)

October 28 — General Membership Meeting
October 23-24, 2004 — Brattonsville, SC

This local event is sponsored by the Palmetto
Battalion, south of York, SC on the property

asked to command the Federal forces at this where part of the movidhe Patriotwas filmed.

event.
June 17th — General Membership Meeting
August 7" — Workday at Bost Grist Mill

September 1 — Combined Meeting/Workday at
Bost Grist Mill

September 10-12, 2004 — (33Vlax_Effort/4™
Regiment Max Effort) Battle at Bost Grist Mill,
Concord, NC (Note the date change

This event will be the biggest project ourtuni
has ever taken on and we will really need all of

our membership to step up and participate in the

planning meetings, work days, and of course b
attending the full event. At this time the plan is

November 5-7, 2004 _(¥8 Max Effort/4"
Regiment Max Effort) Fort Branch, Hamilton,
NC

Hosted by the SLNCT, this event is always a
great way to end the year. Pray for good weathe
this fall!

Other events will be listed as information
becomes available for them.

First NC Battalion Website:
www. 1stncbattalion.org
First Division ANV Website:
www.bonnieblue.net

Sergeant’s Roll of Honor Standings

to have a battle on Saturday and Sunday and alfo Chad Caig, Wayne Hovis, Wayne Swiers —

we will try to have as many Living History
demonstrations going on throughout th
weekend as possible. Other possible activitie
during this event will be a Saturday dance an
the traveling Hunley exhibit. Contact Chad Cai

Alan Cottingham, Daryl Simpson - 5
Jim Peterson, Dan Shaw— 4
Mike Correll — 3 1/2
Karl Wilkes — 3 points
Blake Jones, Gary Cox, Ronnie Smith, Loui
Jenkins, Rick Rudisill, Bob Clary — 2




foreigners, as | am advised) were prepared to make any|
concession as to inward freights to be relieved from
carrying out any cotton for the Government, their sole
interest lying in getting out of the country as much aotto
as possible. Indeed, | have found no difficulty in sexyri

as much freight room inward as | desire from the ports,
which the steamers run.

Under these circumstances | think you will with me,
Governor, that to supersede mine, are less advantageous t
the country that these established by me. We are both
laboring in the same cause and for the same end, and | will
not willingly allow any conflict with you through office
acting under my authority, and | feel that | may ask the
same of you. Our wants for meat, lead, saltpeter, shoes,
clothing, &c., are most urgent at this time, and every bale
of cotton | could send out has been devoted to such
purchases for the use of the troops in the field. When |
learned that you had purchased the steamer Advance | did
not wait for an application, but at once directed the agent
at Wilmington to exempt her from the requirements made
for all other steamers. The Don and Hansa are upon a
different footing. They are already engaged in carrying
out one-third of cargo for account of the Government. The
owners made overtures to you in order to be relieved from
what they regard as an onerous obligation. When advised
of these facts | do not think you will insist on thus
relieving them by your contract from their engagements
with the Government-engagements they actively executing
at the time you entered into contract with them.

If for special temporary purposes connected with your
supplies at Bermuda you wish the exemption of the Hansa
and Don for present trip, or indeed longer time, | shiaé g
orders to meet your wishes. | am sure that you will agree
with me that, as general thing, it will be better for the

Gail Bradley, Patti Proctor — 1
Paul Troutman — %2 point

lllustration taken from John D. Billings’ bod#ardtack and Coffee, The
Unwritten Story of Army Lifegrawn by Charles W. Read, page 365

Blockade Running and Politics
of the South

Some insight on the conflict between individual
Confederate states and the centralized government.

More on the communications between
Seddon and Vance...
Jim Peterson

War Department,

Richmond, Va., January 14, 1864
Governor Z.B. Vance

Raleigh, N.C.

Your Excellency: | am duly in receipt of your letter of

7th instant. Before it came to hand | had directed that the
following telegram be sent to the agent of the Department
of Wilmington:

“No reply yet from Governor Vance. The Secretary of
War wishes you to arrange to let Don go out, leaving the
guestion of ownership of one-third of the cargo to be
determined after full conference with Governor Vance,”

Confederate Government to send out cotton to procure
supplies for our armies than for the individual States to

undertake the matter. Some States have no ports; other
are within the occupation of the enemy. The troops from

such States must be supplied by the Confederate
Government only. If each State undertakes the export of
cotton and the import of all supplies necessary, we shall

and had received a reply as follows: “Suggestion in your have great jealousy among the troops from the deferent
telegram relative to Don anticipated. She has proceeded toStates and great embarrassment in questions connecte
sea.” | am most anxious, in reference to the blockade With railroad transportation. There can be objection to a
trade, to do whatever will most subserve the use of the State exerting every effort for the comfort and well-being
Army and the people. After | found that the few steamers Of it's soldiers and people, but such efforts should be
owned by the Government were inadequate to carry out outside of and not interfere with those of the Confederate
cotton to purchase supplies and munitions urgently needed, Government for the comfort and well-being of the whole

| sent an officer to Wilmington and charged to confehwi ~ Army and country.

owners of steamers and make the best arrangements | Will, on this full representation of the consideras
possib|e to secure a portion of the Carrying Capacity of that control the Department, leave it entirely to your own
their steamers for the Government, and wrote at the samejudgment and patriotism to determine whether any and
time to Generals Beauregard and Whiting, placing the What allowance should be made the Government of the last
necessities of the Government before them. Arrangements cargoes of the Hansa and Don, but trust that upon their
were then made whereby the several owners conceded at’eturn you will consent to have them resume their place in
least one-third of their carrying capacity on payment of carrying out one-third for the Government, and will so
reasonable freights therefore. Under these arrangementsadvise me on the receipt of this.

the Don and Hansa have heretofore been leaded. | am | ought, in addition, to intimate to you that Geste
aware that the owners and agents of this line (who are all Whiting, from some correspondence he has seen with Mr.




Andrea, has formed unfavorable opinions as to his interest

in our cause and the purely selfish ends at which he is James A. Seddon

aiming. Secretary of War

| have the honor, sir, to remain, very respegtfylour

obedient servant, (Note) It was during February 1864 that the

James A. Seddon Confederate government drew up legislation that

Secretary of War prohibited the importation of luxury goods. The newdaw
went into effect March 1, 1864. Ship’s Captains would be

Governor Vance sends a short note in reply to taiter to required to swear an oath that their ship contained no

Secretary of War Seddon and suggests that the Gmwat luxury items. The government felt that far too much

should purchase it's own interest in the steameon [and inbound space was given to items not relating to the war

Hansa. That would allow the Government to haveenwamntrol effort and that there was too much profiteering in those

over the cargoes. items

War Department, The Don, under Captain Cory and carrying a $200,000

Richmond, Va., February 12, 1864. cargo of uniforms, blankets and shoes in from Nassau fell

His Excellency Z.B. Vance prey to the USS Pequot on March 4, 1864.

Governor of North Carolina The Hansa made a number of runs into Wilmington and
it is assumed that she survived the war, in the absence o

In the pressure of business | have postponedverale  €vidence to the contrary. , _
days a reply to your last letter, suggesting that diffiesilt Submitted by Jim Peterson
in relation to the steamers Don and Hansa might be solved
by the Government acquiring one-fourth interest in these
steamers. It has been our policy not to acquire less than a
controlling interest heretofore in any contracts made. The
recent legislation confirms me in this view. | am willitag
place the State on the same footing with the Confederate
Government in the shipments that have been made; that is,
to credit to the owners the quantity taken out for theeStat
just as if it had been taken for the Confederate Statee. T
Don and Hansa have taken one-fourth for your State; the
agent at Bermuda and Nassau the difference between one-
fourth and one-third, which the vessels would have been
compelled to take if they had continued to run under
arrangements with the Confederate Government. For the
future it will be necessary to make the terms upon which Confederate Prisoners at Gettysburg
cotton is taken out for the States and for the Confederate
Government uniform, or the result will be a competition
ruinous to each.
Upon application from the authorities of the State of
South Carolina for the Steamer Alice, and of the State of
Virginia for the Steamer City of Petersburg, | have at once  Being that section of the newsletter where we

directed the agent that cotton taken out by these steamers, discuss our new recruits and related business

for account of the States named, on the same terms as g0 a5 gutfitting the soldier with uniform,
fixed for the Confederate Government, will be considered

as if taken for the Confederate Government and credited accoutrements and matters of authenticity.
accordingly. This arrangement has been satisfactory here

and to Governor Bonham, and | earnestly hope will be so §°©2

to you.

Congress has just legislated on the subject, authorizing .
shipment by private individuals only under license granted The photograph above is one generally

by the Confederate Government, reserving to the States theCONsidered to be Confederate prisoners at

right to ship out on their steamers their own cotton. Gettysburg. They appear to have a lot of gear,
Uniform regulations will be drawn up as required by this blankets, extra haversacks, etc. But do they have
faciiate. the efforis of the State and Confederate 27YIMING 0 €at in those haversacks? The
governments in exporting cotton and introducing siegpl following article was originally pupllshed In.the
and munitions of war. newsletter of the 27NCT, the subject of which

is near and dear to all our hearts, hardtack, the

“Springing to the Call”

Very respectfully, yours,




fuel of the foot soldier in the 1860s. Let's hope

they got a little something else to eat duringrthei Mix, then knead ingredients together. Roll
stay at the Federal hospitality center... dough mixture one-quarter to one-half inch thick,
poke holes in top, and cut into roughly three-inch
Hardtack Article squares. Bake on a greased cookie sheet at 30f)
What's more authentic than hardtack? The degree preheated oven for 40-60 minutes until
following article was originally published ifhe tops are dry. Keep in mind that it will get harder
27" N.C. Dispatch,June 1996 as it cools, but the inside might still have a rmois
“cake-like” texture while the outside is nice and
Marching Food: brownish-white. Do not freeze in plastic bags —
Bulletproof, Frost proof, Decay proof, Tooth proof: ~ instead, wrap in waxed paper, then place in tin

That Irrepressible, Irresistible Hardtack ~ container or freezer.

The problem: Providing soldiers with a An authentic alternative: Substitute cornmeal

source of food that is easily preserved, and easily for flour, add a bit more sugar, press into flat
carried. circular pieces, and hard-fry in an iron skillet or
The solution: hardtack, also known as hard Dutch oven. Corndodgers are a bit tastier, and
crackers, Army Bread, ship’s biscuit or worm last just as long (in the haversack, if not in the
castles. Hard tack came in large wooden crates,Stomach).
forty pounds to the box, up to sixty boxes on a o _ _
normal wagon. The boxes were sometimes _Skllllgalley: Almost as many versions of t.hls
marked “B.C.,” meaning Brigade Commissary, €Xist, as do hardtack recipes. A general idea:
but the soldiers naturally would claim this meant Slowly fry salt pork until the fat is simmering.
“Before Christ,” when the bread might have been Crumble hardtack or drop the whole cracker in
baked. Imagine how they reacted in Virginia Pan, occasionally turning until saturated. Add
when a shipment of hardtack inspected by a peppers, etc. to taste.
captain with the initials “MNR” showed up at
Fredericksburg.
The boxes themselves proved as handy as
desks, chairs, firewood, shipping crates, window
coverings on winter quarters, and as extra
security in breastworks.
There are probably more versions of
“authentic” hardtack on the field than there are
allegedly authentic uniforms. The version we
offer here is of unknown ancestry but is taken
from one previously seen in tispatch.

Hardtack

Five cups unbleached all purpose flour

One Tablespoon salt

One Tablespoon sugar (recommended)

One cup of lard (or shortening) Peterson’s Pointers
Cool water — the amount depends on weather

conditions at baking time, but you want Being the Observations
enough to make a stiff, dry dough. About 1 % And

cups to start, and add more as needed t0  Advice from our Intrepid Corporal from the East
thoroughly mix the dough. Then add more

flour to stiffen dough further still.



Improving your Confederate
Impression with a Painted
Blanket

Hey all, it's getting to be that time again.
Time to start getting our military stuff ready for
the coming year. Our first big get-together is the
battalion drill at Bentonville with plenty more
coming every other week or so until Ft Branch.

Let's take a look at our Confederate
impression and a money saving way to improve
it. Some of the old hands know this tip but it's a
good review for them plus we have a number of

authentic for a North Carolina infantry soldier

then a rubberized blanket of poncho. Two or
three of you can get together and crank out a
bunch of these in one weekend and save $45 o
so each on the sutler row version. Chad has
made a few and they look real good.

lllustration taken from John D. Billings’ bod#ardtack & Coffee, The

newer thODS in the line that could use some tipS Unwritten Story of Army Lifegrawn by Charles W. Reed, page 60

on saving money.

By the start of the Civil War a way to bond
rubber to cloth had been found. The infantryman
was issued one rubberized ground cloth while
the cavalry trooper was issued a poncho. With

the start of the war both sides rapidly increased

the size of their Armies, plus most of the
manufacturers and supplies for rubberized
blankets were in the North.

Both sides used a “Painted Blanket” to fik th
gap. The following is a modern recipe for
making a painted blanket that looks, acts an
feels like an original from the time but without
the hazardous chemicals used then. You will
need pieces of light-weight canvas about 3’ x
6'(paint section drop cloths cut to size), black
latex semi-gloss paint, boiled linseed oil and
Japan Dryer (Lowes, Home-depot paint section).

Once you have cut your cloth to the right size
you need to decide if you want to finish the

Jim Peterson

This book review by Anthony S. Abbott was in recent
issue ofThe Charlotte Observer.

Crofton’s Fire

4 By Keith Coplin. Putnam’s. 288 pages. $21.95.

“A balancing of duty to uniform and
self, Coplin gives readers a character
study of morality and war”

Lt. Michael Crofton, central character and
narrator of Keith Coplin’'s novel “Crofton’s
Fire,” is extraordinary. Crofton of course, would

edges and put in some hand stitched grommets.be the last to think so, which is in part what

If you do, put them in now using a buttonhole
stitch for the grommets. Mix 2 parts paint to 1

makes him extraordinary.
He is a soldier by choice, a graduate of West

part boiled linseed oil and add a splash of JapanPoint who, even after experiences that would

Dryer. Paint a light first coat on your blanket
and let it dry thoroughly then add 2-3 additional
coats lettings each coat dry. It should feel
rubbery but not sticky. A final coat of 1 part

boiled linseed oil to 4 parts mineral spirits can b

lightly brushed on to give it added sheen and
impermeability. There are many ways of making

disillusion the hardiest of idealists, remains in
the Army. Crofton is aware of the Army’s
faults, yet loves it. Assigned to th& Tavalry,

he makes us feel with his language the joy of
being on a horse in the West in the 1870s. “And
it was a beautiful day,” he tells us in the opening
chapter. “The sky a blue that made your eyes

a painted blanket but this is one of the easiest ache, not too hot, sunlight as bright as goldt as i

and credit must be given to Mike Ventura by
way of Bill Cross.
A proper painted blanket is much more

could only be out in the West like this.” And
yet, at the moment he makes these observations
“ljust beyond the rise Custer was about to be




killed in horrible fashion.” Ironies like this His response: “I don’t want this. No one should
abound in the novel. be given an award for what | did. All that
Crofton’s morality both endears him to the killing. It's mad.”
reader and gets him into trouble with the Army. Crofton never lets bloodlust or the desire for
A soldier who must kill to save himself and his revenge turn him into an animal. He worries
comrades, he really does not believe in killing. about the Indian, the Cuban rebels and the Zulus
Throughout the novel he distinguishes between who are systematically massacred by the British
killing which is necessary and that which is sheer with the Gatling gun, a symbol in the novel of
brutality. the mercilessness of imperialism.
He watches the Indians mutilate the bodies of  Though Crofton is moral, “Crofton’s Fire”
Custer and his men, and later in the novel, when isn’'t preachy. This is a lean, wry, beautifully

he is assigned to a British regiment in South
Africa as an observer, he sees the Zulus kill all
the wounded on the battlefield. With his friend
Sgt. Briarmoore, he tries to stop the slaughter.
Later, in retaliation, the British troops slaughter
all the Zulus they can reach. “But | didn't,”
Crofton says. “I held fire, but when | had to
shoot, | shot for legs or feet. In my heart | had
no intention whatsoever of killing another black
man.”

Earlier, Crofton risks his reputation as a
soldier to protect a black man and some

Mexicans when they are attacked at a Pony publishing a first novel.

Express station by Texas Ku Klux Klan

members. Later, he and his friend Sorensen arewere a little stronger.
sent to Cuba on a mission to assassinate Cubarclimax, for me, at the end of Part Three, when

rebel leader Antonio Maceo. Crofton is
horrified. For him the assignment is simply
“murder.”

“You know your problem, Crofton? You're a
moral man,” his underground contact, a man
named Humphries, says.

And that's really the heart of the novel, whic

understated novel.  Themes are developed
through the marvelous dialogue and pithy
observations of the narrator.

Much of the humor derives from Crofton’s
falling in love with the prostitute who almost
kils him and whose bullet he carries
symbolically within him for part of the novel.
This prostitute, who found Jesus, is a delightful
character. The chapter where he takes her homg
to Providence, R.l., to meet his parents, is one of
my favorites. Coplln is a sixtysomething English
professor (Colby Community College in Kansas)

“Crofton’s Fire” is
| only wish the ending
The novel reaches its

wondrously successful.

Crofton performs heroically in South Africa in
defense of his dear friend, “leftenant” Yancey.

But by all means, read the entirety of thiefi
work and decide for yourself.

Abbott is professor emeritus of English at
Davidson College and author of the novel

depicts in wonderfully condensed prose a series “Leaving Maggie Hope.”

of conflicts which Crofton endures. The first

part occurs in the West, in the shadow of
Custer’'s self-inflicted massacre; the second in
Key West and Cuba; the third in Zululand. In

each section, Crofton must make difficult

choices under fire. That word evokes the novel's
title, which is drawn from George Washington’s

words, “Labour to keep alive in your breast that
little spark of celestial fire, called conscience.”

Those words serve as the novel's epigraph.

They're also a reminder of the novel’'s central
concern with the relationship  between
conscience and heroism. At the end, Crofton is
awarded the Victoria Cross for heroism in battle.

5§08




Everyone has a different perspective for what
they enjoy or admire about our hobby. My
particular point-of-view has evolved over the
years to one of a disgruntled private-soldier that
has joined the Confederate army to protect his
home, and in the course of events, learns that wa
is not a grand thing. All of the southern soldiers
are not knights in shinning armor and all of the
soldiers from northern states are not the devil-
incarnate. The truth lies somewhere in the
bloody middle. These men have become
suspicious of their officers “using them” to
further their advancement, or in the words of
Major Able Jones, “to curry favor from some

lllustration taken from John D. Billings’ bod#ardtack and Coffee, The COIOnel.'” The ch'arac'ter .Of Inman  igold
Unwritten Story of Army Lifejréwn by Charles W. Read, page 107 Mountainenlisted with hIS_ friends at the start of
All Quiet in the Camp the_ war, after North Carolina succeeded fr_om the
Union. The young men of the community are
Your humble editor is sitting in his office an ~ 10yful and celebrate, rushing out of the Sunday
Monday morning, staring out the window and church service, declaring, “We finally got our
realizing that another year of events is right War” From this point in the movie it's hard to
around the corner. This could be the time for the follow, but I don’t think many of the young men
old, “Its spring time, when a young-man’s fancy rom Inman’s home made it back alive.
turns to the gleam of bayonets in the sunlight and ~ This month's issue ofamp Chase Gazette
the smell of gunpowder as it drifts through the has what is described as a Mini-Review of the

woods” speech. | don't know about the rest of Movie and to quote from that passage, “This is
you but it seems to get harder every year to NOt @& movie that will leave you feeling good
segregate the reality of our lives from the joy of about any aspect of the Civil War, or about war
participating in this hobby. Each little bump in in general for that matter. Itis a story thatlpul
the road acts like a roadblock to the uninhibited back the veil of military pomp and its noble,

pleasure of taking to the woods in pursuit of the Neroic exploits to expose the disgusting, ugly,
past and the anticipated release from our present-in"humane way people behave toward each othe

day woes. in times of war. If you come away fro@old

Terry and | finally got around to going to see Mountainthinking there is anything at qll cool
the movieCold Mountain. We were going to go about large bodies of men trying to kill each
see it when it first came out, but the reviews in ©ther, then you weren’t paying close enough
the paper acknowledged what | feared, that the attention.” _ o
Hollywood scriptwriters had altered the content  YOu might be saying to yourself at this point,
of the book, adding some things and in general, ‘What a strange way to get me excited about
making the main character's motivation more reenacting and coming out for this year's

sympathetic to the overall viewing population by €vents.” On the surface it would appear you
inserting current politically-correct views about Would be correct to wonder about the message,

the conflict. This threw up a big warning signal but aren’t we trying to get at the truth about the

for me and | lost my initial desire to rush out and War? Isn’t there more to learn that what type of
see the movie. We finally went and were material our uniform should be made from or

rewarded with what | feel was one of the better Which canteen is appropriate for 18642
movies about the war, even including the After more than ten years in the hobby, | have

dreaded-changes, that | have seen, since thedrown to value the camaraderie that we
original Gettysburg movie. experience at our meetings and in camp, far more




than accurate representations of specific battles,
not that that isn’t very important. | hope to see
you all very soon and you can all tell me that |
am crazy, or whatever you want to say... BC
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