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19 January, 1863 
 
     This story found on the front page of the 
Staunton Spectator.  Breaking news from Lee’s 
winter quarters at Moss Neck, VA indicates that 
members of General A.P. Hill’s staff stumbled 
upon the body of one soldier/journalist Leander 
Curtis, laid out prostrate at the end of the 33rd 
NCT, Co. C camp street.  Hill’s staff came upon 
the body while on inspection of the company 
street, late in the evening of 17 January. 
     General Hill’s Adjutant, Captain Thomas 
Greene, reports that Leander Curtis, the well-
known correspondent of the Light Division and 
contributor to the Raleigh newspaper, The North 
Carolina Standard was severely beaten.  The 
alleged assailants are currently being detained in 
the Division’s guardhouse.  When found, Curtis 
was semi-conscious, but able to identify his 
assailants. 
     Speculation by Hill’s staff members regarding 
the reason for the assault centered on a 
conspiracy theory regarding possible spies sent 
into the Thirty-third camp by the Battalion’s 
Sergeant Major, sent there to injure Curtis in 
such a way that he would not be able to 
participate in the upcoming Battalion Drill, thus 
giving the Sergeant Major a new reason to bring 
Leander up on charges, as he is still fuming over 
the results of the “Leander vs. the Sergeant 
Major” trial that took place after last year’s Five 
Forks’ arms inspection. 

     Curtis was taken by field ambulance to the 
Chimoborazo Hospital, near Richmond where he 
will be under the watchful eye of administrator 
and friend of General Hill, Phoebe Yates 
Pember.  General Hill was not available for 
comment at the time of this writing.  
 

 
Illustration taken from John D. Billings’ book Hardtack & Coffee, The 
Unwritten Story of Army Life, drawn by Charles W. Reed, page 95 

 

Reveille 
      
     It is just a few days now since our annual 
winter encampment.  I believe we had an all time 
high in attendance on Saturday with 14 soldiers 
at the high water mark.  The weather was very 
mild in comparison to the previous two years and 
everyone who attended seemed to have a great 
time. 
     There are a number of highlights that need  
noting and I will try to go over them, in no 
particular order of importance and if I omit 
anyone from my list, please excuse my failing 
memory.  
     My most vivid memory is the abundance of 
food prepared for the whole company by a few 
individuals.  Wayne Swiers prepared a stew for 



Friday night and made his famous “Zoar” 
sausage, kraut and apples meal for lunch on 
Saturday.  Jim Peterson made his “Thirty-third” 
chili once again for Saturday Supper, along with 
a contribution of Chavez bean and bread bake by 
Louis Jenkins.  Last but not least was breakfast 
on both mornings prepared by Chad Caig and 
Wayne and Debbie Hovis’s contribution of tasty 
bread products and the jalapeno wraps that 
would move an army!  No one can accuse the 
Thirty-third of trying to recreate hardship in our 
winter camp. 
     The Board of Directors met on Saturday 
afternoon and after much discussion on a number 
of members, unanimously voted Jim Peterson to 
be the 5th member of the board, the minimum 
number of members required as stated in our by-
laws.  Congratulations or condolences, 
depending on your point-of-view, to Jim for 
accepting the position. 
     NCO positions were also voted on and once 
again Wayne Swiers will be our sergeant, Jim 
Peterson, our senior corporal and Mike Correll, a 
fresh fish for the NCO ranks will be the junior 
corporal.  Thanks to Blake Jones for several 
years of service in that position.  Everyone 
remember to support Mike at events and living 
history demonstrations as best you can.  
 
                                                             The Editor 
   

 For the purpose of insurance coverage, those 
events listed under “Upcoming Events” in this 
newsletter shall be the official schedule of the 
Carolina Piedmont Living History 
Association, Inc. (33rd NCT, Company C). 

�
 
 

Upcoming Events 
 

 

February 20-22, 2004 – Battle of Aiken, Aiken, 
SC 
     We may want to strongly consider this event 
as our first for the year, not counting the Winter 
Encampment.  Typically it has been the same 

weekend as the Carolinas Campaign, which has 
been moved to April this year. 
March, 2004 – Living History Encampment at 
Charlotte Museum of History 
     I believe this is on the same weekend as the 
Battalion drill at Bentonville.  Those wishing to 
attend this should contact Mariruth Leftwich at 
704-568-1774 or email her at 
mleftwich@charlottemuseum.org. 
 
March 19-21 – (4th Regiment Max Effort) 
Battalion Drill Encampment, Bentonville 
Battleground, Johnston County, NC 
     Captain Tim Greene, the Battalion Adjutant 
informed our Lieutenant of this date.  We will 
want to attend this with as many soldiers as 
possible.  This might be a good time to dust off 
the campaign gear, or lack of gear, as it were. 
 
April 17, 2004 – Burial of the Crew of the H. L. 
Hunley, Charleston, SC 
     This event will include a four and a half mile 
funeral procession to Elmwood Cemetery and 
other activities.  See the website, 
www.hunley.org for more details.  33rd members 
interested in attending should contact Karl 
Wilkes for more information. 
 
May 7-9, 2004 – (4th Regiment Max Effort) 
Anniversary of Spotsylvania, Spotsylvania 
County, VA 
     This will be the 140th anniversary of the battle 
of Spotsylvania Courthouse, perhaps the 
bloodiest and most horrible 24 hours of the entire 
war.  Lane’s Brigade took part in the fighting on 
the right or east side of the horseshoe salient and 
I believe captured a Federal battle flag during an 
offensive movement outside of the salient.  The 
contact information is as follows:  Spotsylvania 
140th Group, PO Box 1343, Spotsylvania, Va. 
22533 or call Terry Thomman at 540-834-1859 
or John Cummings at 540-582-7469.  You may 
also email to spotsylvania2004@hotmail.com.  I 
have no idea at this time how much this event 
will be supported by the battalion or the ANV. 
 
May 15-16, 2004 – Rosaca, GA 
 
May 15-16, 2004 – New Market, VA 



June 4-6, 2004 (4th Regiment Max Effort) 
 ANV vs. USV, Loudon Heights, VA 
      This event will be a tactical style event for 
military units but will also feature Living History 
scenarios for civilian reenactors.  See the 
following website for more details: 
www.bonnieblue.net/Events/masondixonalliance
encampment.htm. 
 
June 11-13, 2004 – Battle at Allison’s Woods, 
Statesville, NC 
     This event is hosted by a regiment that is 
affiliated with the 30th NCT and is supported by 
the 30th.   Since we have asked the 30th to help us 
with co-hosting a battle at the Grist Mill, we 
should also support this event with as many 
members as possible.  Walt Hilderman has been 
asked to command the Federal forces at this 
event. 
 
September 10-12, 2004 – (4th Regiment Max 
Effort) Battle at Bost Grist Mill, Concord, NC 
(Note the date change!!!) 
     This event will be the biggest project our unit 
has ever taken on and we will really need all of 
our membership to step up and participate in the 
planning meetings, work days, and of course by 
attending the full event.  At this time the plan is 
to have a battle on Saturday and Sunday and also 
we will try to have as many Living History 
demonstrations going on throughout the 
weekend as possible.  Other possible activities 
during this event will be a Saturday dance and 
the traveling Hunley exhibit.  Contact Chad Caig 
if you have any ideas for the event or would like 
to volunteer for one of the committees. 
 
September 25, 2004 – Gold Hill Living History, 
Gold Hill, NC 
     This annual living history day is hosted by the 
28th NCT and has been an annual fixture in the 
area for a few years now.  Saturday’s events 
include a parade and multiple living history 
scenarios for the public.  We will need to support 
this event this year with as many members as 
possible. 
 
October 2-3, 2004 (4th Regiment Max Effort) 
Laurel Hill, VA 

     Annual event hosted by the 21st NCT at the 
original home of General Jeb Stuart. 
 
October 16-17, 2004 – Anniversary of Cedar 
Creek, VA (ANV Max Effort) 
 
October 23-24, 2004 – Brattonsville, SC 
     This local event is sponsored by the Palmetto 
Battalion, south of York, SC on the property 
where part of the movie, The Patriot was filmed. 
 
November 5-7, 2004 (4th Regiment Max Effort) 
Fort Branch, Hamilton, NC 
     Hosted by the 1st NCT, this event is always a 
great way to end the year.  Pray for good weather 
this fall! 
 
 

Other events will be listed as information 
becomes available for them. 

 
First NC Battalion Website: 

www.1stncbattalion.org 
First Division ANV Website: 

www.bonnieblue.net 
 
 

Sergeant’s Roll of Honor Standings 
Chad Caig, Wayne Hovis, Wayne Swiers – 7 

points 
Jim Peterson, Alan Cottingham, Daryl Simpson, 

Dan Shaw– 4 points 
Karl Wilkes – 3 points 

Mike Correll – 2 ½ points 
Blake Jones, Gary Cox, Ronnie Smith, Louis 

Jenkins, Rick Rudisill – 2 points 
Bob Clary – 1 point 

Paul Troutman – ½ point 
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Editor’s Note:  Colonel Chavez D. Freeze appears to be 
stirring from his long hibernation in the Witness Protection 
Program and submits this fine critique of the Winter 
Encampment 
�
�
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January 1863 
 
HQ  
Hill’s Light Division. 
Army of Northern Virginia 
Moss Neck, VA. 
 
Dear Sir: 
 
     On Jan. 15th I received a dispatch from Gov. 
Vance directing me to Bost Grist Mill to 
ascertain the fighting readiness of the 33rd NCT.  
After much apprehension and doubt I left the 
safety of the Governor’s witness protection 
program, and a secure hiding place, and made 
haste to their location to find them comfortably 
ensconced in a winter encampment. The odds of 
being apprehended by ever watchful agents of 
the Sgt. Major and the 4th Regiment Provost 
Guards gave me pause for thought, but my sense 
of duty overcame all caution. 
     The train that I had stowed away on promptly 
broke down before reaching Greensboro and I 
was forced to abandon the cars.  I sought 
alternate transportation via the open road and my 
shanks mare.  As luck would have it I was 
offered transport by a Gypsy band that happened 
to be traveling in a southwesterly direction 
towards my destination.  There were several 
stunningly dark eyed, dark haired ladies in this 
wild caravan, and I immediately struck up a 
close friendship with the prettiest one of them.  
Unfortunately, my acquaintance with this fair 
friend, and my transport, came to an abrupt end 
when we were discovered in a compromising 
situation by her “Gypsy King” husband.  The last 
part of my sojourn passed rather quickly as I was 
at a dead run and in fear for my life.  At this 
point a meeting with the Sgt. Maj. and the 
Provost Guard would have been welcomed. 

My physical exertions allowed me to arrive at 
Bost Grist Mill just after sun-up Sat. Jan. 17th.    I 
found the troops doing well and in good health 
while enjoying their winter rest.  However, I was 
much perplexed because Pvt. Bob Clary was 
absent.  He arrived shortly afterwards carrying a 
white bag marked “Hardee’s”.  I can only 
conclude that Gen. AP Hill has grown tired of 
his constant suggestions, and that he is now 
being assigned to a new command. 
     Chad Caig prepared a breakfast of sausage 
gravy and toast while the rest of the company 
nursed large cups of real coffee.  Many A-tents 
crowded the woods and I noted that almost all 
personnel slept on luxurious cots.  A huge pile of 
split hard wood for warmth and cooking 
complimented the camp.  The 33rd was not about 
to go cold or hungry. 
     I quickly set up my kit and was soon 
introduced to the rigors of company drill, and the 
school of the soldier.  As the clock neared noon a 
“Matthew Brady” appeared on the field riding an 
“iron horse” contraption.  He proceeded to 
‘strike our image’ during the next two hours.  
Drill was concluded at noon and the company 
retreated to a lunch prepared by 1st Sgt. W. 
Swiers. 
     Company financial affairs, dues, and 
insurance were put in order after lunch.  
Needless to say the men were greatly 
disappointed that the paymaster did not arrive, 
but that did not stop the men from playing cards 
later that night.  Non-commissioned officers 
were elected after lunch.  Congratulations are in 
order to the new Cpl. Mike Correll, and to Cpl. 
Jim Peterson.  Sgt. Swiers was re-elected without 
opposition. 
     A walking tour of Bost Grist Mill, and a 
review of the coming Sept. 11th, and 12th re-
enactment, was carried out.  Gene Bost has 
already went to great efforts to prepare the site, 
but there is much work yet to be done.  It was 
decided a workday will be held near the end of 
Feb.  I believe this event has much potential and 
will be a success. 
     The tour group returned to camp to enjoy 
another late day chili meal prepared by Cpl. 
Peterson.  Pvt. L. Jenkins also experimented with 
Dutch oven beans, bacon, and biscuits. There 

 



was too much food to consume, a glorious 
repast, accompanied by more real coffee. 
     With our bellies poppin’, the company settled 
in for a long evening of libations, tobacco, and 
political discussion.  A toast was given to the 
South, Generals Thomas Jackson, and R. E. Lee.  
Some of the company left for furloughs after 
dark, but the conversation and card playing 
carried on.  The elements became unfriendly and 
it lightly rained off and on all night, but the 
remaining troops in camp slept dry.  Near mid-
night I retired to my humble quarters and slept, 
unlike the majority of my brethren, on the 
ground.  The rain’s pattering on the leaves and 
trees lulled me to a deep sleep, and dreams of 
dark haired beauties with tambourines. 
     Sunday morning was foggy, and misting.  The 
camp arose and enjoyed more friendship and 
coffee, and began to pack up for departure.  
Preparations are already being made for the 
Battalion Drill in mid March at Bentonville. 
 
Your Obedient Servant 
Col. Chavez D. Freeze 
(on the Salisbury Plank Road) 
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Illustration taken from John D. Billings’ book Hardtack & Coffee, The 
Unwritten Story of Army Life, drawn by Charles W. Reed, page 66 

 
 
“Small is the gate and narrow the road that 
leads to life, and only a few find it.” 
Matthew 7:14 
 

“Springing to the Call” 
 

Being that section of the newsletter where we 
discuss our new recruits and related business 

such as outfitting the soldier with uniform, 
accoutrements and matters of authenticity. 

 
     Good news once again on the recruiting front!  
Blake Jones strikes with another couple for the 
regiment, Ronnie and Terry Smith.  Ronnie 
attended the winter camp with Blake and 
everyone enjoyed getting to know him.  Let’s all 
remember to “nurture the new guys” and give 
Blake a hand with Ronnie’s training and 
equipment needs as he gets started in the hobby.  
Do we have a volunteer in our civilian ranks that 
would like to give Terry a hand with her 
impression?  Please contact Bob Clary at 
bclary@ctc.net or Blake Jones at 
cshornet@hotmail.com if you would be 
interested in helping Terry.  Ronnie works with 
Blake at US Air and they currently live in 
Kernersville, NC. 

§¨©ª  
 

Editor’s Note:  The following article is Part V of 
a series on The Mess, by Sergeant Wayne Swiers 
 

The Mess 
 

     I think I’ve finally recovered from the 
overeating that accompanies the holidays, and 
I’m ready to address the subject of food and 
cooking again.  Since the memories are still 
rather fresh, I’m going to start gingerly (see, I 
can’t seem to get away from the subject for long) 
and bring you a short piece on that delicacy that 
is often identified with the Southern soldier – the 
lowly (and delicious) corn pone. 
     According to the 1860 census total corn 
production in the United States was over 830 
million bushels.  The states that were to become 
the Confederacy, along with the slave holding 
border states (Delaware, Maryland and 
Kentucky) accounted for almost 435 million 
bushels, or over half of that total.  North 
Carolinians grew over 30 million bushels.  
During the ten years between the 1850 and 1860 
census there was an increase of over 2 million 
bushels per year in corn production in North 
Carolina, due in large part to increases in 
population and the number of farms.  Wheat, rye, 
barley, buckwheat and oats were also grown in 
the Confederacy but the Union grew a great deal 
more of these other grains.  Virginia was the 
only Southern state that grew over 10 million 
bushels of wheat, and no other Southern state 
grew over 10 million bushels of any other grain.     
     Some of the corn production went for animal 
feed but I couldn’t find any documentation of 
what percentage was used as such.  What is 
obvious is that corn was the most abundant grain 
crop grown in North Carolina at the beginning of 
the war.  Because of the long history of corn 
cultivation in the state and its relative abundance 
most Tar Heel soldiers were very familiar with 
corn meal and how to use it as food.  This was 
fortunate because as the war dragged on supply 
and transportation problems led to shortages and 
many soldiers received corn meal as their only 
food ration.  While not a great food nutritionally, 
corn pone was easy to make and could be carried 
in a haversack for eating later.  Although it 
molded easily and became hard as concrete if 
allowed to dry out it was better than starving 
(and still tasted better than hardtack).  



     There are almost endless variations of the 
basic corn pone recipe.  All contain corn meal 
and water, and that would be the basic recipe for 
the Civil War soldier.  Virtually all modern 
recipes call for adding salt and baking soda to the 
meal.  Many recipes also call for mixing flour, 
milk and/or egg(s).  Those additions hold the 
batter together and add to the flavor, but move 
far from the authentic item.  Following is a basic 
dry mix recipe that can be used to prepare very 
tasty corn pone.  It isn’t quite as basic as corn 
meal and water, but it will render a pone that 
cooks easily and tastes great. 

 
Corn Pone 

1 ½ C corn meal 
½ C  plain flour 

1 ½ tsp salt 
� Mix all ingredients.  Add sufficient water to 
make a medium thin batter.  Allow to stand 
about a minute before using. 
(The corn meal will absorb water as it sits, so 
you may have to add more water after cooking 
the first batch of pones.)   
� Spoon batter into hot shortening/grease.  Cook 
over medium heat until the edge of the pone 
starts to look dry.  Turn over and cook on the 
other side until browned. 
 
     Hint:  Don’t drown the pone in grease…1/4 
inch or less of grease in the pan is plenty.  Also, 
don’t get the pan too hot.  Cook the pone over 
medium heat for a crisp outside and a cooked 
inside. 
     There are first person accounts of corn pone 
being baked on a board and a shovel placed close 
to the fire, and being made into a ball or a thick 
patty and placed into hot ashes to bake (making 
ash cake).  I haven’t tried either method and 
can’t vouch for those methods.   
     The basic mix above can be prepared prior to 
an event and placed in a muslin bag to be mixed 
in camp.                                       
                                                        Wayne Swiers 
 

 
Illustration taken from John D. Billings’ book, Hardtack & Coffee, The 
Unwritten Story of Army Life, drawn by Charles W. Reed, page 365 
   
 
 

Peterson’s Pointers 
����

Being the Observations  
And 

Advice from our Intrepid Corporal from the East 
 

Blockade Running and Politics 
of the South 

 
Some insight on the conflict between individual 

Confederate states and the centralized government. 
 

      So just what was going on in North Carolina 
in January of 1864?  It would seem that 
Confederate Government regulations about 
blockade running were causing some tense 
communications between Raleigh and 
Richmond.  The following letter shows that 
tension and also a little bit about running the 
blockade from Wilmington to Bermuda and 
Nassau…………. 
                                                          Jim Peterson 

 
State of North Carolina, Executive Department 

Raleigh, N.C., January 7, 1864 
 

Honorable J.A. Seddon: 
 
Dear Sir:  
 
     Your dispatch of the 6th, asking me not to object 
to making the steamer Don conform to the 
regulations of the Confederate authorities in regard to 
transporting Government cotton, requires a more 
detailed reply that I can transmit by telegraph. 
     I have now at Bermuda and the way there eight or 
ten cargoes of supplies of the very first importance to 
the Army and the people, consisting chiefly of some 
40,000 blankets, 40,000 pair shoes, large quantities of 



army cloth and leather, 112,000 pair of cotton cards, 
machinery and findings to refit twenty-six of our 
principal cotton and woolen factories, dyestuffs, 
lubricating oils, &c., in addition to which I have 
made large purchases of bacon.  Knowing that one 
steamer could not bring these cargoes in before 
spring, at which time I anticipate the closing of the 
port, if not sooner, and the risk was increasing daily, I 
sold one-half of the State’s steamer Advance, and 
purchased of Messrs. Collie & Co. one-fourth interest 
in four steamers-the Don and the Hansa, and two 
others now building-for the purpose of hurrying these 
supplies in.  The terms give the State one-fourth the 
outward cargo and the whole of the inward, nothing 
being carried for speculation whatever.  The Hansa, 
which recently left Wilmington, not having coal 
enough to take her to Bermuda where my freight is, 
was instructed to load at Nassau with Confederate 
bacon, so determined was I that the whole capacity of 
these steamers should be employed for the public 
good.  In return for this Messrs. Collie & Co. did 
expect they would be relieved from the burden of 
giving one-third of their outward capacity to the 
Confederate Government, and I did also. 
     Should one-third be given to the Confederacy and 
one-fourth to the State outward, and to the latter the 
whole of the return cargo, I submit that it would 
amount to a prohibition of the business.  Neither 
would it comport with justice or sound policy. 
     It is a little remarkable to me that the entire 
importing operations of this State, which have been 
so successful and so beneficial to the cause, seems to 
have met with little else than downright opposition 
rather than encouragement from the Confederate 
Government.  In its very inception Mr. Mason, our 
commissioner in England, laid the strong hand on my 
agents, and positively forbade them putting a bond on 
the market for five months after they landed in 
England.  Then came vexations and irritating 
quarantine delays at Wilmington (enforced by the 
military, not the civil authorities), though our foreign 
depot was, at great cost and inconvenience, made at 
Bermuda instead of Nassau to avoid this.  Then 
seizures of my coal at Wilmington occurred, and the 
denial of facilities to get it from the mines, &c.  It 
was not until after my decided remonstrance to you in 
November that I met with anything else than an 
evident hostility in the operations of my steamers.  
And now, if the regulations in regard to private-
runners are enforced, I think highly probable that this 
line will be stopped entirely, as the profits will 
scarcely justify the risks.  A great deal of this, I am 
aware, is attributable to the want of discretion on the 
part of subordinate officers, as well as the want of 

foresight displayed in the opposition to every 
industrial interest of the country by army officers, yet 
I have had it to contend with. 
     After this statement I leave it with you to say 
whether the regulations referred to shall be enforced.  
If they are, I shall certainly countermand the sailing 
of the two other steamers now expected, and would 
suggest for the benefit of the Department that it 
would be much better to purchased than to seize an 
interest in the property of strangers who are engaged 
in bringing in indispensable supplies through a most 
vigorous and dangerous blockade. 
 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
 
Z.B. Vance     

 
Illustration taken from Time-Life series book on Blockade Running 
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History, Hollywood and a whole lot of 
Smoke and Oakum 

A review of Patrick O’Brian’s Master and 
Commander 

 
By Chad Caig 

 
Master and Commander 
Patrick O’Brian 
W.W. Norton & Company, Inc. 1990 
412 pages 
 

The recent success of the film “Master 
and Commander: Far Side of the World” 
prompted me to examine the written word that 
this critically acclaimed movie is based on.  I 
have had previous experience in this genre as I 
have read the complete set of C.S. Forester’s 
“Horatio Hornblower” series, which has found 
similar success in a set of mini-series on the 
A&E network.  The fact that both series have 



been put to the visual media is helpful in reading 
the books. 

Master and Commander is the first of 
twenty novels featuring the characters of Jack 
Aubrey and Stephen Maturin.  This novel gives 
an introduction to these and many other 
characters. The novel begins in 1800 in Port 
Mahon, Spain and develops into a cruise through 
the Mediterranean, further expounding on the 
beginnings of what can only be a long lasting 
relationship between the principle characters. 

If you are thinking that there is no reason 
to read the book because you just paid $7.50 to 
see the movie, think again.  Like most book-
based films, there is a great deal more adventures 
in the book than the movie.  Also there is quite a 
bit to be learned from the book about the 
characters and the Royal Navy. Also, the movie 
seems to be a combination of selective parts of 
two of O’Brian’s novels. As the inside cover 
reveals, The Far Side of the World in his tenth 
novel in the series.  You will, however, have no 
problem visualizing many scenes described in 
this book as the movie does a good job of putting 
them onto the big screen. 

This book begins rather slowly, which is 
really not that uncommon in novels. O’Brian 
takes time to fully introduce his characters and 
the setting; perhaps more than usual because this 
is a series.  Once they finally leave port, the book 
settles into a methodical ebb and flow describing 
daily life and routine in the Royal Navy.  This is 
in sharp contrast to the various engagements in 
which I found I could not read paragraphs and 
turn pages quickly enough.  It is this pace that 
O’Brian sets that shows his skills best. 

If looking to pick this up at your local 
bookstore you will have no problem.  There have 
been special books printed with scenes from the 
movie, mainly Russell Crowe sporting flowing 
blonde hair. (Goldilocks is Jack Aubrey’s 
unofficial nickname in the book).  If any of the 
fairer sex see this image and think of romance I 
can tell you that those images end with this cover 
as Aubrey is actually more accustomed to 
women of the night and mistresses made of other 
men’s wives. If you aren’t especially interested 
in Russell Crowe, there are plenty of copies with 
more original artwork (like my copy). 

It is difficult to give an evaluation on this 
book with a thumb’s up-thumb’s down approach. 
If this is your first read into this genre, you may 
be frustrated by the naval jargon associated with 
tall ships and their maneuvers in battle.  My 
advice would be to do a little research on the 
Internet or your local library, either before or as 
you read the novel.  If you are somewhat familiar 
with this terminology, this is a really great book 
that will take you from scene to scene with an 
excellent flow.  A third option is to simply read 
past those words you don’t exactly understand 
and insert the words “ship” “sail” or my favorite 
“thingy”.  If you can do that, you may find this 
as an interesting story set in a tumultuous period 
of history as I did. 
 

Treasurer’s Trove 
 

Important Information on our Dues & 
Insurance 

     I wanted to go over some important 
information about our dues and insurance for 
2004.  The dues for the CPLHA and our 
insurance through the ANV are the same as they 
were last year, but I want to remind everyone of 
some of the basics.  
     Dues – The dues for all households is $30.00.  
It does not matter if you are Military, Civilian or 
Associate (our 3 types of membership). This 
money is used to run the organization, i.e. 
newsletters, battalion dues, flowers on occasion, 
etc. This money is also used for the head of 
household’s insurance. In other words, if there is 
just one person in your family as a member of 
the organization, you pay $30.00, which covers 
your insurance and battalion dues and gets you a 
newsletter. 
     Insurance – Now you may be wondering 
how much insurance is.  The accidental 
insurance is $6.00 for the head of household or 
for any gun-toting participant.  The liability 
insurance is $2.50 per person, military or 
civilian. Therefore the fee for the head of 
household is $8.50.  If you have a dependant 
(legal wife or child) then you add $2.50 per 
dependant.  
     Here are a couple of examples to hopefully 
make this easier to understand. 1) If you are 



married, with a wife and child, all of whom are 
members, you owe $35.00, which covers one 
newsletter to your house plus insurance for 
everyone. 2) If you have a girlfriend that lives 
with you who is also a member and you are 
paying her dues, you owe $38.50 (she has to pay 
insurance because she is her own head of 
household) and again, you get one newsletter. 
     Here are a couple of things that often get 
asked 1) I get my newsletter by e-mail, why do I 
have to pay for one? The answer is that you 
chose to take your newsletter by e-mail, which 
saves the unit money in postage and printing.  
This puts more money in the treasury which 
helps pay for things like Christmas parties. If 
you want your newsletter by mail, just say so; it 
is no extra charge. 2) Why are associate 
members charged the same as military members, 
when no insurance is provided for them? There 
are a couple of reasons for this. Generally, these 
members take their newsletter by mail, instead of 
e-mail, which is more cost.  Also, these members 
are usually on our “roster” but do not contribute 
to the organization.  The final and most 
compelling reason is we want active members.  
The idea is for associate members to become 
active members and there is no reason for them 
to do that if they can receive the same benefits at 
a lower rate. 
     Finally, I want to review one extremely 
important aspect of the insurance.  Our insurance 
is only good at events that are on the “approved 
list” with the insurance company.  The good part 
of this is that the “approved list” is generated by 
the members. The point is, if you as an 
individual want to attend an event on your own 
(not a 33rd NCT, 4th Regiment, or ANV event) 
you need to submit the date, location and name 
of the event to the newsletter editor (currently 
Bob Clary) for publication, so that you will be 
covered at the event.  You must submit this 
information as soon as possible and a minimum 
of one moth prior to the event. The newsletter 
will be sent to Wendy Clark who conveys our 
event list to the insurance company.  If you go to 
an event and it is not recognized by the insurance 
company, you will not be covered.   
     Another item is that of insurance cards.  The 
ANV will issue cards as proof of insurance.  

They will usually send them to me and I will in 
turn send them to you.  If you don’t have a card 
it is because I don’t have them.  You do not need 
a card to be insured.  If you pay your money, you 
are insured. The cards really don’t do a whole lot 
anyway.  Just try to give one to the person at the 
hospital and see their funny look.  You might as 
well use a library card.  If, God forbid, you 
actually need the insurance, a claim will have to 
be filed and that will not be done by the hospital, 
but by the ANV directly to the insurance 
company. 
     Lastly and probably most important is that the 
insurance coverage we receive is a secondary 
insurance.  It is secondary to the primary 
insurance that you should already carry on your 
own. I know this was probably boring, but it is 
vital to your understanding of the coverage you 
are paying for.  If you have any further 
questions, please feel free to contact me and I 
will try to help to the best of my ability. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Chad Caig, Treasurer  

 
Illustration taken from John D. Billings’ book Hardtack and Coffee, The 
Unwritten Story of Army Life, drawn by Charles W. Read, page 197 
 

All Quiet in the Camp 
 
     Time to close out another fine edition of The 
Tarheel Dispatch, made fine by the submissions 
of Colonel Chavez D. Freeze, Jim Peterson, 
Wayne Swiers and back from hiatus, Secretary 
/Treasurer Chad Caig.  Chad sent in so much this 



month I had to cut out a good bit on my own 
rantings.  This 10 page self-imposed restriction is 
getting to be too confining.  I’m thinking I 
should reconsider starting up another newsletter.  
We could call it the “Unofficial Newsletter of the 
CPLHA, Inc.”  I know of at least one other 
rabble- rouser who might be interested.  We 
could go after the “real story” behind the scenes 
of reenacting.  The primary goal would be to 
have a publication where truth wouldn’t be left 
on the editing room floor in favor of the old 
status quo.  Just kidding, for now… 
     Our next General Membership Meeting will 
be on Thursday, Feb. 12th at the Captain’s Galley 
on East Independence Blvd., in Matthews.  
Come as early as you can.  The meeting will 
begin at 6:30 PM. 
                                                           Bob Clary 
 

Contacts 
Wayne Hovis, Unit Cmdr.     (803) 329-5378 (H) 
Wayne Swiers, Sergeant        (704) 279-7046 (H)  
Chad Caig, Sec./Treasurer      (704) 847-9679 (H) 

        Paul Troutman, Recruiting     (704) 527-3977 (H) 
Bob Clary, Adjutant &           (704) 455-1453 (H) 

                  Newsletter Editor 


