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Reveille 
 

     Our Christmas party at Emma’s was a great 
success.  Thanks to member Ed Watson for 
suggesting the location, making the 
arrangements and also for getting us into the 
Concord Museum to view some interesting 
historical artifacts, including 3 original 
Confederate flags from area units.   
 
Regimental Dues for the upcoming year are 
now due.  Regimental dues include the required 
ANV insurance and the cost of publishing and 
delivering the newsletter to our membership.  
The following is a breakdown on how to 
determine what you should pay: 
 

Military Member :   $30.00 
Military Member with non-military family 
members:  $30.00 plus $2.50 for each family 
member that will stay in camp.  ($8.50 for each 
family member if they do not have the same last 
name as the primary member.) 
Military Member with other family member 
that will be a rifle-carrying participant :  
$30.00 plus $8.50 for each rifle carrying 
dependent. 
 

     Make your checks payable to The Carolina 
Piedmont Living History Association and mail 
them to: 

Chad Caig 
PO Box 1860 
Indian Trail, NC 28078  

 
     Congratulations to General Bob Tolar for 
being reelected as commander of the ANV for 
2006.  We all know General Tolar to be a fair-
minded and well-liked reenactor and look 

forward to serving under his command in the 
field this year. 
     One of the significant changes to ANV by-
laws this year is the restriction of persons under 
the age of sixteen.  The by-law states that no 
person under the age of sixteen shall participate 
with any ANV unit, in any simulated combat 
scenario, at ANV maximum effort events or at 
ANV division sponsored events except as unit 
members aged 12-15 years of age may 
participate with appropriate supervision as 
functional musicians or as other unarmed non-
combatants in historically accurate impressions 
only by permission of their respective ANV 
battalion or regiment commanders. 
     Another significant change for ANV states 
that no unit, battalion, or regiment shall take the 
field at an ANV event without first having 
conducted a drill at that event.  “No drill, no 
kill.” 
          

The Editor 
 

Upcoming Events 
 

 For the purpose of insurance coverage, those 
events listed under “Upcoming Events” in this 
newsletter shall be the official schedule of the 
Carolina Piedmont Living History 
Association, Inc. (33rd NCT, Co. C). 

 
Winter Encampment, 2006 
     The date is yet to be determined.  The 
location will be the Alamance Battle ground, site 
of previous Company B drills.  The encampment 



will be a compilation of Company B units this 
year.   
 
Editor’s Note:  The board felt it would be a good 
idea to combine our encampment this year, 
primarily due to the small size of our unit and 
also felt it would be a good idea to drill with the 
units we always take the field with at events.  
The 33rd will continue to be a separate unit, just 
as before. 
 
January 7, 2006.  1st North Carolina Battalion 
Annual Meeting, Old Orange Courthouse, 
Hillsborough, NC 
     The meeting will start at 10:00 a.m.  Military 
dress is requested.  Please, no weapons, side 
arms, or accoutrements.  The Old Courthouse 
is located at the corner of Margaret Lane and 
Churton.  This is the same location as last year. 
      
January 14-15, 2006.  Battle of Fort Fisher, 
Wilmington, NC 
 
February 26-27, 2006.  Battle of Aiken, Aiken, 
SC 
     Web site for this event is 
www.battleofaiken.org. 
 
March 25-26, 2006.  2nd Annual Battle of 
Sample Farm at Latta Plantation 
     Hosted by 30th & 4th NCT, this local event 
was a success in its first year and will certainly 
continue to be a great local event for our unit to 
look at.  The site for this event is excellent in 
terms of historical and topographical 
characteristics. 
 
March 2006.  The Road to Goldsboro, Kinston, 
NC 
     I believe the unit is strongly looking at 
supporting this event again this year. 
 
May 5, 2006.  Confederate Memorial Day at 
Elmwood Cemetery, Charlotte, NC 
 
May 20-21, 2006.  New Market, New Market, 
VA 
     This event is one of the three ANV max effort 
events for 2006.   

July 21-23, 2006.  1st Manassas, Middletown, 
VA 
     This is another of the ANV max effort events 
and looks to be the “big” event for 2006. 
 
October 7-8, 2006.  Laurel Hill, Ararate, VA 
 
October 21-22, 2006.  Cedar Creek, 
Middletown, VA 
This “popular” ANV event is number 3 of 3 for 
the max effort ANV events of 2006. 
 
November 4-5, 2006.  Fort Branch, Hamilton, 
NC 
 
November 11-12, 2006.  ANV Convention, 
Fredericksburg, VA 
 
November 2006.  Secessionville, Charleston, SC 
 
    Other events will be listed as information 
becomes available for them. 

 

www.1stncbattalion.org 
First North Carolina Battalion  

www.bonnieblue.net 
Army of Northern Virginia 

 

 
 
 

Correspondent Leander Curtis Accused 
of Graft 

Exclusive Report from the Tarheel Dispatch 
 



     NC Governor Zebulon Vance has requested 
the state attorney general to investigate Tarheel 
Dispatch field correspondent Leander Curtis for 
receiving payment to publish questionable and 
unfounded war news, particularly numerous 
positive accounts of Col. Chavez D. Freeze’s 
service to the Confederate cause.  
     Curtis is rumored to have received lavish 
vacations and travel stipends that surpass the 
normal means of most humble correspondents.  
Recently Curtis has been observed drinking 
whiskey from a woman’s brogan, eating 
Southern caviar (frog eggs) served on hardtack, 
and lighting cigars with burning “Confederate 
script.” There is no doubt that Curtis enjoys a 
lavish life style far beyond that of hardworking, 
fasting, Southern citizens. 
     At the top of the payment list is Col. Chavez 
D. Freeze, who has come to odds with our 
beloved governor within the last year over 
charges of public misbehavior, disorderly 
conduct unbecoming an officer, and failure to 
maintain child support for his rather large 
extended family.   Freeze has been known to 
purchase influence when convenient, accompany 
women of low reputation, and to hang out with a 
questionable crowd of men known as Company 
B.  It is also stated that Freeze is generally found 
amongst the shirkers and wagoneers when 
fighting begins. 
     Authorities have inquired as to how Col. 
Freeze acquired his commission.  He was 
accused of falsifying field promotion documents 
when he served as Gen. Scott’s adjutant during 
the Mexican War.  This charge was dropped 
when it was discovered that Freeze had difficulty 
signing his own name.   
     It is also speculated that Freeze may have 
purchased his Colonelcy, as he has no formal 
military training.  It is known that he built a 
sizable fortune illegally selling liquor to the 
aboriginals when he served as a junior lieutenant 
at a far west outpost prior to the war.  Freeze has 
leveled counter allegations that Gov. Vance, 
citing jealously as a motive, spoiled his 
promising post war career of “Col. Chavez D. 
Freeze” merchandising by spreading rumors and 
false innuendos. 
 

     Freeze, in a guarded statement, said, “An 
honest and unfettered press is a cornerstone of 
any democracy.  This accusation of bribery is the 
lowest in a series of charges that have been 
leveled by government bureaucrats.  Anyone 
familiar with my financial habits would be loath 
to speak such balderdash.  All personal 
considerations to Mr. Curtis have only been 
repayment for debts that were accumulated 
during innocent games of chance.” 
     Curtis commented, “Information of our 
glorious continuing war efforts to achieve a just 
independence from Northern tyranny is required 
no matter what the cost. Anyone willing to 
publish positive war news should be considered 
a patriot.  My finances, and my personal 
behavior, are of a private matter, and not for 
public disclosure.” ž 
 

Ft. Branch, Nov. 5th and 6th 
 
By Pvt Louis Jenkins 
 
     Traveled to Ft. Branch Friday, Nov. 4th, and 
arrived at the registration site about 2 pm.  Being 
the first of my party to arrive the selection of a 
campsite was perplexing, and with space at a 
premium, a decision needed to be quickly made.  
Our company was projected to number around 
25 so an area to accommodate that amount had to 
be found. Unfortunately, the only qualifying 
sized space was next to the “horse park.”   
However, as the weekend progressed we 
tolerated our four legged friends, and they 
likewise tolerated us.  For the most part the hay 
burners were behaved and quiet. 
     The men of Co. B gradually moved in 
through Friday afternoon and during the evening 
hours.  Members of the 37th, 51st, 18th, and the 
33rd comprised the stock of the company.  A few 
men took shelter under simple canvas structures, 
others pitched opulent quarters, and some slept 
in the open using the abundant pine needles as a 
mattress.  The weather was grand for the entire 
weekend, and only one good blanket was needed 
to stay warm at night.  The event held true to its 
usual mainstream nature and there were no 
surprises. 
 



Food was plentiful, and the boys shared their 
bounty with each other both nights.  Tim 
Townsend, of the 37th, made a rare appearance.  
It was a pleasure to share his long missed 
company.  Sgt. Swiers pitched in and worked 
hard around the campfire both days, and carried 
his non-com duties with boundless enthusiasm. 
      George Hatcher served as captain, Curtis 
Cole was the Lt., Tudd Dean was the 1st Sgt., and 
Wayne Swiers served as 2nd Sgt. Lynn Bull 
served as battalion commander.  Of course Co. B 
wore the Blue suit both days.  Company and 
battalion drill was held Saturday morning, the 
scripted battle was held that afternoon, and a 
tactical took place early Sunday morning. 
     The Saturday afternoon battle consisted of the 
normal scenario.  The Yankees attacked the 
Rebs, who were posted outside the fort, and 
eventually pushed them onto the walls.  The 
scenario was made more interesting by the 
presence of a horse drawn Union battery.  
     A Saturday night dance was held at the 
pavilion, and at one point the participants were 
so numerous they spilled out into the 
surrounding darkness by twenty yards or more.  
Music for the festivities was provided by the 
Huckleberries. 
     The company was fed and ready to march 
early Sunday morning.  The Rebs left camp one 
hour earlier, and it was our mission to go out and 
find them.  We encountered a small contingent of 
Rebs in a field after 45 minutes of marching, and 
part of our company was ordered to moved to 
their left (our right) but stay within the woods 
that surrounded the field.    
     Our company continually probed to the right 
in those woods, and eventually a couple of our 
boys on the far right flank uncovered a concealed 
ambush attempt by the 30th NC.   Obviously, 
they had hoped that the small number of Rebs in 
the field would give way, we would follow until 
past their position, and they would emerge from 
the trees and hit us in our rear or on the flank.  
Fortunately this did not occur.  Instead they were 
forced to make a full frontal assault.  Co. B held 
its own for a short time, and our cavalry was 
begged to advance to our aid, but did not.  The 
Rebs frontal attack was successful because we 
were out numbered 2 to 1.  Afterwards a short 

running battle was held on the way back to 
camp. 
     The event was over by 12 noon.  Everyone 
said their good-byes, packed up their belongings, 
and headed for home.  So ended the ’05 season.  
Had it not been an opportunity to share time with 
my pards, and renew some old friendships, I 
would have passed up the event.  But, as always, 
the boys of Co. B made it a worthwhile 
weekend. ž 

 
Now Close the Windows 

 
By Robert Frost 

  
Now close the windows and hush all the fields; 

 
If the trees must, let them silently toss; 

 
  No bird is singing now, and if there is, 
 
         Be it my loss. 
 
It will be long ere the marshes resume, 
 
         It will be long ere the earliest bird: 
 
So close the windows and not hear the wind, 
 
         But see all wind-stirred.  ž 
 



 
All Quiet in the Camp 
 
     We will get more information out to the unit 
about the date of the winter encampment as soon 
as it’s available.  Make every effort to attend this 
event, as we will be voting on events and 
military leadership for the upcoming year. 
     A number of our members had “off” years 
this past campaign season, due to different 
reasons, but based on the feedback at the 
Christmas party, I would say that the unit is 
looking at having a good season this year with an 
increase in attendance and enthusiasm.  There is 
even a rumor that our old Lieutenant, Wayne 
Hovis is considering getting out of the rocking 
chair and back into the field. 
     I’m in need of a great deal of written input 
from the membership this year in order to keep 
the newsletter as an interesting and vital piece of 
the unit.  Contributions slacked off in the later 
half of 2005 for whatever reason.  Unless you 
want to start reading about whatever book I 
happen to be reading at the time, I suggest that 
some of our “scholars” get back to the pen and 
paper and send me some stuff for the readers. 
     Don’t forget to pay your dues! 
      

BC 
Contacts 

Wayne Swiers, Sergeant 704-279-7046 
Chad Caig, Sec./Treasurer 704-847-9679 
Jim Peterson, Corporal 
Allen Cottingham, Corporal 

910-488-1252 
704-821-7107 

Bob Clary Newsletter 
                 Editor 

704-455-1453 

 


