Reveille

The editor would like to call attention to the
new information in the Events section of the
newsletter. We have detailed information about
the “Military Thru the Ages” living history at
Kings Mountain Military Park and a
confirmation of the date for the Confederate
Memorial Day Service at EImwood Cemetery.

Carolina Piedmont Living
Association, Inc. (3% NCT, Co. C).

History

May 5-7, 2006, Alamance Battleground
Company B drill is scheduled for this
weekend. Contact Tudd Dean for more details if

needed.

May 20-21, 2006. New Market, New Market,

There is an unfortunate overlap on these two \/pa

events. I'm not sure at this writing if it will be
possible for those attending Kings Mountain to
make the 2:00 PM Memorial Day Service. Both
are worthy events.

Apparently we had very little response to the
request for NCO nominations that were

This event is one of the three ANV max effort
events for 2006.

May 27-28, 2006. Kings Mountain Military
Park, “Military Thru the Ages”
This local living history event coordinated by

requested back when the February newsletter gert Dunkerly, project coordinator for the park
went out. Is it too much trouble for you guys to and is being supported by '83nember, Louis

email a couple of names to our unit commander? jenkins.

How about a few responses from the gallery?
The contact information is listed below:

Chad Caig, work phone, (704) 882-1500,
ccaig@carolina.rr.com

Wayne Swiers, home phone, (704) 279-7046
wswiers@carolina.rr.com

The Editor

Upcoming Events

I For the purpose of insurance coverage, tho

events listed under “Upcoming Events” in this
newsletter shall be the official schedule of th

Several of our members have
committed to attend. Louis reports that there
will be real bathrooms, straw and firewood
furnished. Participants will receive a discount at
the park’s bookstore.

Louis requests that those attending will dress
in early and late war uniform for northern and
southern soldiers. There will be two tables on
which to display equipment (reproduction
recommended), which will be manned all day.
A-tents, dog tents and she-bangs will be
appropriate. Demonstrations will be given to the
crowd every two hours.

At this writing, the editor is not sure of the
Sunday schedule, but wonders if the event will
be over in time for members to come to the
2:00 PM Memorial Day Service at EImwood.

***May 28, 2006. Confederate Memorial Day
at ElImwood Cemetery, Charlotte, NC




This date has now been confirmed b
dispatch from Ritch Dotson, member of thé?43
NCT. Mr. Dotson reports that Brian O’Neill has
asked him to contact the "83and invite us to
attend the Confederate Memorial Day services at
ElImwood Cemetery in Charlotte, NC. The
service will begin at 2:00 PM with all reenactors
scheduled to arrive on site by 1:00 PMAII
members of the 3% NCT are encouraged to
attend this local service to honor the memory
of North Carolina troops during the war.

June 10-12, 2006, Carlisle, PA

Contact Tudd Dean about this event that
apparently has some connection with the late
Brian Pohanka, reenactor and living historian.

July 21-23, 2006. tManassas, Middletown,
VA

This is another of the ANV max effort events
and looks to be the “big” event for 2006.

September 2006, Zachery Hill, Snow Camp, NC
September 7-8, 2006. Tunnel Hill

October 7-8, 2006. Laurel Hill, Ararate, VA
October 21-22, 2006. Cedar Creek,
Middletown, VA

This “popular” ANV event is number 3 of 3 for

the max effort ANV events of 2006.

November 4-5, 2006. Fort Branch, Hamilton,
NC

November 11-12, 2006. ANV Convention,
Fredericksburg, VA

November 11-12, 2006. Secessionville,
Charleston, SC

Other events will be listed as information
becomes available for them.

www.1stncbattalion.org
First North Carolina Battalion
www.bonnieblue.net

Armvs nf Nlnartharn \/irainia

School Presentation at Concord
Middle School

On 6 and 7 March
By Ed Watson

On 6 and 7 March | made presentations to
four eighth grade classes of teacher Ginny Bell at
J.N. Fries Middle School. The students had spent
the better part of three weeks covering the Civil
War and were full of great questions about the
daily lives of soldiers. | was dressed as a soldier
from North Carolina but had my Federal kit and
my wife Theresa’s kit. We briefly discussed the
differences between Confederate and Federal kitg
and | went through the clothing articles typically
worn by a lady of the period. After that, | worked
through the personal items a soldier might have
in their haversack and knapsack. Students askeq
guestions about soldier hygiene, meals, sleeping
arrangements, and the obligatory “are you hot in
that?” Following the presentations, the classes
presented a thank you card full of comments
such as “l like learning about the war but I'm
glad I don't live in that time” to “This is the bes
day of my life.” Miss Bell's classes were
outstanding hosts and | hope they invite me back
next yearz




Edward Watson is providing authentic goods {o
include civilian sack coats, shirts, Federal Is
shirts and shelter-halves, and many more ite
All items will be based on original items
patterns and constructed of quality material ugi
period correct construction techniques. V
www.libertymercantile.com for mor
information or emalil Edward 3
libertymercantile@gmail.com.

lllustration from Hard Tack & Coffee

Port Hudson, La.
March 25" and 26"

Col. Chavez D. Freeze

Five members of Co. B set out Thursday pm,
Mar. 239 for a long drive to attend the annual
Battle of Port Hudson, located near Baton
Rouge, La. George Hatcher, Tudd Dean, Dave
Hollifield, John Mintos, and myself shared a
rental van for the trip, and in spite of close
guarters, counting our gear, the vehicle was
comfortable.

As the sun came up we arrived Friday morning

where the Saturday and Sunday battles were tg
be held was well manicured. The museum/HQ
contained many interpretive displays and

artifacts. The park personnel were friendly and
helpful and registration was free. Two trips were

taken to nearby restaurants to sample the loca
cuisine and were not disappointed.

We camped in a peripheral wooded site and were
almost secluded except for a few other die-hard
Union troops who camped near us. The trees

-had already begun to sprout leaves and the

provided relief from the noonday sun. We were
allowed to park the vehicle close by, so the view
of automobiles detracted from an otherwise
isolated campsite. Unlike the 185Y, whom

we were portraying, had to leave their knapsacks
and baggage in Baton Rouge, our camp was well
supplied and we lived in most opulent
circumstances.

Port-a-johns were stationed throughout the
camping sites, and the porcelain bathrooms
remained open all weekend. One food vendor
was on site and was open during the daytime.
Four serious suttlers graced the event.

Three of us took a walking tour of the battlefield

Friday afternoon with a visit to Fort Desperate as
our main objective. The old earthworks were

peaceful and gave no indication of the fighting

and death that occurred there in the spring of
1863. Friday night was chilly, but clear, and

gave the promise of good weather for the next
few days. We were not mistaken, as the daytime
temps neared 70 deg both days that weekend.

Saturday morning found us dressed out as the
165" NY (Zouave) and in line with about 10

other Zouaves, two of which were from th8 9

Texas, and the balance were from the Mobile,
Ala., Fla. panhandle area. After a short drill we
marched, along with three other Federal
companies, into the woods behind the park HQ
for a two-hour tactical against the Rebs. The
scrap rocked back and forth with neither side
gaining a distinct advantage. Had we been led

at Port Hudson State Park. La. and discovered With @ little more imagination and aggressiveness

the place to be well maintained, and the field




The
museum contains a sizable amount of artifacts
and information that interprets the battle that
Saturday afternoon the battle began with our took place there during the spring of 1863.
company being the first Federal unit to take to Grant laid siege to Vicksburg 120 miles to the
the field. The lines swayed to and fro and north during this time. The State Historic Park
casualties mounted before Taps called an end toholds an annual re-enactment that is heavily
the battle. The 165t1 lost about 4/5ths of its  covered by the news media, and is a major public
numbers after fighting in the thickest of the attraction for the surrounding area. The event is
action. It was obvious that the crowd was free to re-enactors.

cheering for the home team rather than the

brightly clad visitors as they clapped and shouted The siege of Port Hudson lasted a total of 48
whenever we gave ground. days from May 2% until July 9". Maj. Gen.

the battle would have no doubt swayed in our throughout the now wooded battlefield.
favor.

Although the 168 NY Zouaves fought at Port

Hudson most people who dared ask did not know when Port Hudson fell.

what Zouaves were. They definitely recognized
the uniform as foreign but could not put their
fingers on it.

Saturday night the weather warmed slightly and
we slept comfortably. Sunday dawned bright
and the air warmed quickly, and after breakfast
the other members of our party toured Fort
Desperate.
afternoon battle for our quick departure. We
formed up with the balance of the Zouaves

We backed the vehicle prior to the

Nathaniel Banks commanded the XIX Corp and
regained some of his former battered reputation
Maj. Gen. Franklin
Gardner commanded the Confederate forces.
Banks launched frontal assaults on the
Confederate fortifications on May 97but was
repulsed. Banks then turned to siege techniques
but re-launched assaults on Jun&.1#iis efforts
were once again rebuffed by the suffering
Confederates, who had by this time been reduceg
to eating rats and dogs.

Most noted of the Confederate fortifications was
Fort Desperate. Manned by a couple of

around 12:30 pm, marched to the battlefield, and Napoleons and 268 men, the position endured

repeated the performance of the previous day.

Part of the lower Alabama Zouaves had
skedaddled for home Saturday night so our
company numbers were greatly diminished.

We thankfully crossed over the NC border about
3:45 am Mar. 27 and each man soon dispersed
to his home.

Port Hudson Facts, and
Trivia

Gen. Pemberton (Vicksburg) to Gen. Garner

(Port Hudson): “...hold out to the last.”

Port Hudson State Historic park, about 8 miles
north of Baton Rouge, La., sits on a flat piece of
terrain that is separated from the Mississippi
River by a great deal of the original battlefield.
The immediate area is well maintained, and
numerous walking trails twist and turn

constant artillery bombardments. The works
remain much the same as the last day of the
fighting, with the exception of second growth

trees. An elevated walkway allows one to view
the works without damaging the fort or its

surrounding terrain. The entire area is cut by
deep gullies, washes, and steep ravines that mak
an organized en-mass frontal assault impossible
The fort was further protected by numerous
abbatti, obstructions, ditches, revetments, tunnel
that led to masked sniper positions, and water
filled moats. The Confederates even dug bomb
proofs, otherwise known as rat holes, for

protection from the Union bombardments.

This battle was one of the first to see the use of
black Union troops. It was noted by one
interpretive sign that they were wiped out to the
man, however that is doubtful as the five
regiments of the Corp De Afrique that fought
there were later designated as US Colored




Infantry regiments. The nearby Union cemetery
attests to the fierce fighting by the great number
of dead, including known and unknown colored
troops. Today the cemetery is mostly full and
has very few little room for future burials.

The Federal forces are reported to have had
5,000 casualties. It is not known how many

Confederates died during the fighting, although

it is estimated to have been 7,000 or more.
There is one Confederate cemetery, but it is on
private property and inaccessible. It has been
speculated that most of the Southern dead were
buried in the trenches and the surrounding

battlefield.

After the July # fall of Vicksburg, the 120 mile  All Quiet in the Camp

wide window that joined the Trans-Mississippi

and Western Confederacy was closed. Garner | had the pleasure of recently attending the

saw that holding out was futile and wrote Banks “Battle for Sample Farm” event hosted by the

on July 7 requesting a cessation of hostilities 30" NCT at Latta Plantation. Jim Peterson, Ed

with a view to consider terms for surrender. Watson and son, Caleb also attended this even
making up a sparse but feisty contingent of

Gen. N. P. Banks’ official communiqué’, dated Federal Troops representing the great state of

July 10", to Halleck reported that over 5,500 West “By God” Virginia. We had the honor of

Confederates had surrendered along with 20 falling in with the West Virginians (Z1NCT)

pieces of heavy artillery, 31 field pieces, 5000 who were gracious hosts and worthy fighters for
stand of small arms, and 44,000 Ibs. of cannon the cause of freedom on this weekend.

powder. The non-commissioned offers and It would have been nice to see more of our
privates were paroled to their homes. The own company at this local event. You can't beat
Confederate officers were confined and guarded the drive time and we had access to a “real
by 90 day and colored regiments until a later bathroom” which is not such a bad thing when
date. The door to the Trans-Mississippi was you are approaching the big 50 like myself.
closed and Old Man River flowed un-vexed to Jim and Ed put on a good feed and the talk
the sea. around the campfire centered on the usual topics
Jim’s late military experience and Jim’s thoughts
Submitted by Louis Jenkirs and every other subject. Did | mention that Jim
never stops talking? That can be a good thing
when the rest of the guys are on the quiet side
like yours truly.
Walt Hilderman, former commander of the
30" NCT has published a book on conscription
in the state of North Carolina during the war. |
believe the title is,They Went Into Battle
Cheering. You can google Walt's name and the
information will come up on the web. |
understand it might not be a popular publication
in the SCV camps so in my book, that means it
must be full of facts and insight about what life




was really like during the war in our home state.
Congratulations to Walt for writing and
publishing a book about the war that isn’t about
Nathan Bedford Forest or Jeb Stuart. Not that |
mean any disrespect to either of these fine
gentlemen, but how many takes can you have on
the same subject?

Our unit commander, Wayne Swiers has
reported some serious health concerns with his
back, which is going to cause him to cut back
significantly on his activities in the field. Wagn
reports that this will not effect his commitment
for the rest of 2006. Other than losing Wayne’s
company at most of the %3events, the real
impact will be the loss of his fine leadership of
the 33%. Wayne joined our unit when we were in
our first year and was almost immediatly thrust
into a position of leadership from day one. We
are going to miss his guidance and even-
tempered take on issues that besiege the hobby.
Start thinking right now whom you want for
company leadership next year. It will be a
challenge for our group and someone is going to
have to step up to the plate. Early morning scout at Zoar, Ohio

Contacts

Wayne Swiers, Sergeant 704-279-7046
Unit Commander
Chad Caig, Sec./Treasurer 704-847-9679
Jim Peterson, Corporal 910-488-1252
Allen Cottingham, Corpora 704-821-7107
Bob Clary Newsletter 704-455-1453

Editor

ANV troops on the march at early morning tactical, Zoar,
Ohio

339 shelter-half at New Market, VA




